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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1. The disclosure is objected to because of me following informalities: the phrase 
"When the brake' should be changed to -when the brake-in line 8 of pg. 1 1 , |„ n ne 3 
of pg. 12 the phrase "have not" should be changed to -has not-, in line 5 of pg. 1 3 it 
appears that the phrase "and clockwise to increase" should be changed to -and counter 
clockwise to increase-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2- Claims 2-1 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: the phrase "at 
-east one wheel" in line 2 of claim 2 should be changed to -at least one of the wheels- 
to refer back to the previous.y claimed wheels (a similar issue exists in claims 3 and 5), 
in the last line of claim 1 1 the phrase "includes brake" should be changed to -includes a 
brake-. Appropriate correction is required. The remaining claims are objected to due 
to their dependency from claim 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3: The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

4- Claims 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Re: claim 9. The phrase "the axle" in line 1 lacks proper antecedent basis. 
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Re: claim 9. The phrase "with wheels" in line 2 is indefinite. It is unclear to the 
Examiner whether the wheels in claim 9 are intended to be the same or different from 
those earlier recited. 

Re: claim 11. The phrase "the means for exerting a braking force" in lines 1-2 
lacks proper antecedent basis in the claim. 

Re: claim 1 1 . phrase "the axle" in line 2 lacks proper antecedent basis. 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

6. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent 4292765 to Brawley. 

Re: claims 1 and 2. Brawley shows in figure 3 a braking system for a surface 
abrading machine for abrading a surface with an abrading element or wheel 15 having a 
frame shown in figure 3 and wheels 22,23 comprising braking means 28 operatively 
connected to the frame for applying a braking force to counteract force caused by 
contact of the abrading element with the surface being abraded by the abrading 
element. 

Re: claim 3. Brawley shows in figure 3 the system further comprising brake 
engaging means 53,54 for causing the braking means to engage at least one wheel of 
the surface abrading machine as disclosed in col. 9 lines 5-20. 


Application/Control Number: 10/802,932 

Art Unit: 3683 9 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

fo^ P n^ * -t identically disdosed or described as set 

8. Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brawley in view of US Patent 1860236 to Davis. 

Re: claim 4. Brawley describes the invention substantially as set forth above, but 
does not include the limitation of the brake engaging means being manually operable. 

Davis teaches on pg. 2 lines 78-80 the use of pressure cylinders being manually 
operable. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the brake engaging means or pressure cylinders 
of Brawley to have been manually operable, as taught by Davis, in order to provide a 
means of allowing wear adjustment to be controlled by the user of the abrading 
machine. 

Re: claim 5. Brawley, as modified, teach in figure 3 of Brawley the use of the 
brading means including rotating means or wheel 28. 

Re: claim 6. Brawley, as modified, teach in figure 3 of Brawley the use of the 
braking means having an axle member shown extending from either side of element 28 
in the area of the lead line of number 31 connected to the rotating means. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 7 and 8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

10. Claims 9-1 1 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Brawley fails to show or 
suggest the limitation of the braking means including means for exerting a braking force 
through the axle member with the means being the alternating discs. 

Conclusion 

11. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US Patents: 3142942, 2704424, 5954566, 5152104,3590537, 
and 2616226 show similar abrading machines having braking means. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melody M. Burch whose telephone number is 703-306- 

4618. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:30 AM-4:00 PM). 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Charles A. Marmor can be reached on 703-308-0830. The fax phone 

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 

872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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